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Dear M. Theriault, . Sw8s
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 2004 Environmental Assessment (EA)Y C T

Report prepared by BEPCo. Canada Company for the exploratory drilling program it has
proposed in EL 2407 (Project Number NSD18634).

WWEF-Canada is encouraged to see that exploratory drilling programs proposed in areas that
have not previously been assessed now require a Comprehensive Study under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA) regulations. Very little 1s known about the ecology of
the proposed drilling area (EL 2407) so a more detailed environmental assessment is certainly
necessary. Unfortunately, it is not clear from BEPCo.’s EA. Report that a more comprehensive
assessment of this area has been undertaken.

From our perspective, the most glaring problem with the EA is the absence of a benthic survey of
the proposed drilling area to describe existing habitats and biota and collect the baseline data
necessary for effective environmental monitoring. The EA makes the assumption that the

benthos of the proposed drilling area is the same as adjacent areas that have been surveyed prior
to previous drilling proposals. WWF-Canada feels that this decision nundermines the very reason
for the CEAA requirement of a more rigorous level of assessment for areas that have not been
previously assessed.

Proceeding with the drilling program without conducting a survey of the benthos also runs the
risk of impacting yet to be discovered features of high conservation value, such as the recently
discovered Lophelia Reef in the vicinity of the Stone Fence. We recommend that this program
should not move forward before detailed benthic surveys of the area are carried out. The pre-
spud survey described in the EA will not provide a sufficient description of the benthos in the
proposed drilling area.

WWZF-Canada is not satisfied with the consideration given to the potential impacts of the
proposed drilling program on species at risk that are known to occur in the vicinity of EL 2407.
Examination of Department of Fisheries and Oceans trawl survey data suggests that the proposed
drilling area is a potentially important habitat for cusk (Brosme brosme), which is listed as
Threatened by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC).
Further, the shelf edge is a well-known migration corridor for large pelagic fishes, cetaceans and
sea turtles, many of which are considered at risk by COSEWIC.



This EA iliustrates the need for the adoption of WWF-Canada’s Conservation First principle,
which requires that conservation steps be sequenced in advance of development while the option
still exists. A regional-scale, systematic approach to conservation planning is required to protect
biodiversity on the Scotian Shelf. Such an approach will lead to the establishment of a network
of marine protected areas (MPA) that captures representative samples of all habitat types as well
as distinctive features, such as critical habitats for species at risk, spawning areas for
commercially fmportant species, hotspots of species diversity and cold-water coral aggregations.
The proactive establishment of such a network would clearly set out where exploration activities
would not be permitted and thus allow for long-term planning within the offshore petrolenm
sector. Proceeding with the nropoged drilling nrogram will impinge upon the ahility to compleate
a network of MPAs that would help conserve biodiversity, sustain fisheries and secure a
diversified economy in the region.
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We would also like to draw your attention to the recent pollution events caused by petrolewm
exploration and extraction near Sable Island as a reminder that accidental spills do occur. These
exarples illustrate the need to use the precautionary approach when conducting offshore
exploration and development activities. In the case of EL 2407, application of the precautionary
approach would mean not approving the proposed drilling plan until the benthic environment has
been adequately surveyed and species at risk concerns have been addressed.

Finally, we would like to restate our dissatisfaction with the EA Report prepared for the
proposed drilling program in EL 2407. This program should not proceed prior to a detailed
benthic habitat assessment of the area and until it is clear that the proposed drilling program will
not negatively impact species at risk. Thank you for the opportunity to comment, and please
contact us at any time to continue discussions.

Sincerely,
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Robert Rangeley, Ph D. Marty King

Marine Program Director Marine Conservation Analyst
Atlantic Regional Office Atlantic Regional Office
World Wildlife Fund Canada World Wildlife Fund Canada
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From: Eric Theriault

Sent: Friday, September 10, 2004 4:51 PM

To: Document Conirol; Derek McDonald ; Friederike Kirstein (friederike.kirstein@ec.gc.ca); Phil
Zamora (zamorap@mar.dfoc-mpo.gc.ca)

Cc: Andy Parker

Subject: FW: EL2407 Submission

Categories: 30-008-14 / BA50-001

EL2407_EA
WOr_WAWF Comment
WWF Comments on the BEPCo EA.

Eric Theriault, P.Eng.

Advisor, Environmental Affairs

Canada - Nova Scotia Qffshore Petroleum Board
1791 Barrington St.

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada d
B3J 3K¢

Tel: 902-496-0742

Fax: 902-422-179%

————— Original Message————

From: Coburn Maclean [mailto:mcmaclean@wwfcanada.org]
Sent: Friday, September 10, 2004 4:46 PM

To: Eric Theriault

Cc: Andy Parker; Marty King; Robert Rangeley
Subject: EL2407 Submission

Dear Mr. Theriault,

Please find attached WWF-Canada's submission regarding the propeosed drilling program for
EL2407.

Regards,

Coburn Maclean

Ms. Coburn Maclean

Program Ceccrdinator

WWF Canada - Atlantic Cffice
Suite 1202, Duke Tower

5251 Duke Street

Halifax, NS, Canada

B3J 1P3

Phcone: (202) 482-1105
Fax: (902) 482-1107
memaclean@wwicanada.oxrg



