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Y Netukulimkewe'] - RE: BEPCo. Canada Company - Envxronmgntal Aseessment Report

Commission - a Exploratory Dnlhng on DL 2407

aer '"'nenamt
"3 Mi’kmaq Harvest

eniagement Office The Native Council of Nova Scotia, is an Abortiginal Peoples Representative

- Organization, organized in 1974 by the large corumunity of Mi’kmag/Aboriginal
) Netukutimk Profects Peoples to be a “voice to the councils of Government”, and to work “te go
| S . forw:zrd to a better ﬁ4ture”

©)  Aboriginal Fisherics ' ,

Public Relations Facilitator | The Mi® kma ki Envuonments Resources Developmcnts Secretariate (MERDS)

. - established under the NCNS Netukulimkewe’l Commission, the natural life

) . management authority for the community, has reviewed the EA.  Without

*2 Reglonal Netkulimk  Hyyiting our right to make further comments and presentations on the Proposed

Advisory Counells  Project throughout the regulatory review process, and any other interventions as

' -+ . .may be required, we provide the following comments on the above noted EA in

‘3 Protocol Secretariar ‘Tesponse to the “Review notice of August 11,2004", issued by the Canada Nova
Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board..

) Mi‘kma'ki Environments

Resources Development We request the Canada Nova_Sco’ua Offshore Petroleum Board ?o:

Secretariat (MERDS)
- : e Teview our comments; ,
i provide us feedback t'@@gcthet with explanation on how the Bosrd used
- bur comments in proparing the Cornprehensive Study Report
Firom the Offies of : . forward our comments to the Proponent;
. invite the Proponent to respond;
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‘Wc welcome BEPCo. to 011 and gas explotat] on and productxon opportumtles in the Canada Nova
Scotla Offshorc : o

We comment on the fol_lowing EA Sécﬁons:
Section 1.3 page 1-3

Does BEPC& have an “Aborigihai Peoples™ involvement corporate' policy or guidelines for
encouraging the involvement of traditionally under represented groups and Aboriginal Peoples in
BEPCo s works, activities and procurcment of goods and services?

W111 BEPCo a.nd CNS OPB include; provisions for the involvement of traditionally under-represented
groups and Aboriginal Peoples in developing the “Benefits Plan” for the mulu-year exploration
drﬂlmg program on EL 24072 .

) An objective of the Canada Nova Scotia Offshore Accord and mirror legislati ona is to advance

- opportunities from oil and gas resources developments for the “social and economic situation of

. Nova Scotia and Nova Scotians”. The Accord Partics right of i input into the Benefits Plan require

at minimum items specified in legislation and any other which the Parties agree as appropriate. The

requirement of a Benefits Plan for all works and activities in the Canada Nova Scotia Offshorc is an

integral part of the Regulatory Review Process. While the Benefits Plan approval decision is made

by the Board and is not required to be addressed i in an EA, the issue of social and economic effects
and impacts from an oil and gas resource devclopment project is important to consider in the

decision mak.mg PIOCESS,

‘Can the Board with the proponent satisfy our concerns and have addressed in the Benefits Plan and
specifically identify in the CSR the social and economic effects and impacts on under represented
' ‘groups and our com.uaumly of Aborlglnal Peoples in this oil and gas pro_]ect'7

Section 2.2.4 page 2-4

| How would BEPCo or its sub-contractors, conducting exploratory drilling on EL 2407 propose to
“communicate directly with the N. C NS. Abongmal Communal Commerc1a1 Fishery™

Whﬂe we are not presently “fishing in the project area”, the proposed exploratory drilling program
_projects activities well into 2009. Our community manages many licences and has a large flect of
fishing vessels, and we contmuc to acquire new licenses in new areas and expand our fleet for
community benefit. We request given the anticipated five year timeframe for exploratory drlllmg

- on EL 2407, that the Board based on this EA, encourage BEPCo to establish with the Native Council

- of Nova Scotia a mechanism process for direct communications about our growing fishery activities
to csure complete and clear understmdmg over the life of the project.
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'Section 2.3.2 page 2-7

We reserve our right to make comments on this section and its four sub sets, to such time whein the
evolving sciences and acceptable practices for “seismic testing” issue or emerge at the time of each
proposed drilling activity. We also anticipate that CNSOPB evolving guidance for seismic testing
will continue to set evolving seismic testing parameters for cach drilling activity as they come on
stream, considering that the sciences are evolving on the matter of seismic testing.

Section 2.3.4 page 2-9

‘When read together with section 2.2.4 {safety zonc) we have a concern. “..whichever area is
greater” appears to mean a 500 m radius. Can the proponent confirm that it does not intend to
-establish or continue a “permanent exclusion zone™ for each exploratory well drilling in the area
waters following the abandonment process documented for the exploratory drilling on EL 24077

Section 3.1.2.3 pages 34

- The meaning of the second paragraph in this section is better reflected in the first paragraph on page
5-63. The Native Council of Nova Scotia community always has an interest in the ocean areas for
“communal commercial fisherics™, and is evolving with new licenses, new fisheries and fishery
opportunities.

We raised with the consultants, and the proponent, the important value of establishing effective

project term consultation and ongoing collaboration for a direct working relationship to include

_ many aspects of the project with its many works and activities which can be spelled out in concrete

. effective and feasible ‘ways to achieve mutual goals .through a. protocol of cooperation and
. imderstanding betweeri BEPCo and the Native Council of Nova Scotia. C

EA Géneralljr

. Throughout the EA there isidentified undertakings and commitments by the proponent to be effected
- on approval of the project. -While the development of these commitments and un dertakings must
ultimately satisfy the Regulatory Authorities, a Comprehensive Review Panel reviewing the Sable
Offshore Energy Project (SOEP) several years ago determined a prudent course to take for ongoing
involvement of Aboriginal Peoples was to include iri the Panel Report a specific recommendation
for Aboriginal Pcoples involvement through a project term protocol, -

It is clear from the “Environmental Assessment Track Report™ of July 7%, 2004 that 4 factor to be
considered in the Minister’s decision to proceed by way of CSR rather than a Public Review Pancl
on this project was the Regulators and Federal Expert Authorities cumulative knowledge. expertise

Cand guidance ¢ottinuum gained over the past several ysars in oil and gas resources developsment in
the Casada Nova Seotia Offshore. i
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Will the CNSOPR likewise build on the continuum, and include in their CSR that the cffective way
to define and deal with project term effects and impacts on Aboriginal interests, ongoing needs,
concerns and issues throughout the project term is best achicved directly betwéen the Proponent and
the Native Council of Nova Scotia under the umbrella of a protocol detailing the Proponent and
Aboriginal role and responsibilities for ongoing consultation, cooperation and momnitoring.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We look forward to the response and we look forward
to receiving and reviewing the CSR. ' '

In closing we wish BEPCo Capada Company every good success with their proposed exploratory
drilling project for EL 2407. | :

Progress through consﬁltzition., accommodation
and participatory involvement and partnerships

Rogei'J. Hunka - ‘ o ' o
MERDS, Advisor/Facilitator : o P -
cc. " Chief.ﬁhd President G:aée- Conrad

_ Patrick Blanchard, BEPCo

- Derck MacDonald, FEAC, CEAA
K. Fleet, Jacques Whitford
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| Netukulimkewe’l Comrh_iSsion

The Natural Life Management Authority for the Large Community of Mi'kmag / Aboriginal
Peoples who continue to reside on Traditional Mi'kemag Territory in Nova Scotia
undisplaced to Indian Act Reserves.
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