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Annex A: CONTINGENCY PLANNING FOR SPILLS

PREFACE

This document is an Annex to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board (CNSOPB) and
Environment Canada, Atlantic Region (EC), on the regulation of petroleum
activities in the Nova Scotia offshore. The Annex was the principal deliverable
for Project 5, Contingency Planning for Spills, of the 1999 Work Plan to the
MOU. This document is a revision of the original Annex.

The objective of this Annex is to establish a cooperative approach to responding
to offshore spills, including a description of the role of the Regional
Environmental Emergencies Team (REET).

INTRODUCTION

Offshore petroleum exploration, development and production may result in the
accidental release of substances which could have an adverse impact on the
marine environment. The timely reporting of incidents is an important mechanism
which facilitates spill response and the undertaking of corrective action to avoid
re-qccurrence. EC and CNSOPB will cooperate in the review of existing
reporting and follow-up processes to identify opportunities for improvement
which may result in a higher level of protection of the environment. Areas of
collaboration include: reporting requirements, follow-up to spills, the role of
REET, and contingency planning including both spill and wildlife response.

The objective of this Annex is to define joint mechanisms and practices for
delivering environmental preparedness, protection and response measures
related to accidental spills or releases of petroleum or other hazardous materials
(above authorized levels) to the environment. More specifically, this Annex
establishes the respective roles, and approach for EC and CNSOPB to work
together during such spills, and defines the role of REET in the delivery of advice
during environmental emergencies.






