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March 10, 2005

The Henourable Stéphane Dien, P.C., M.P.
Minister of the Environment

Les Terrasses de la Chaudiere

10 Wellington St., 28th Fioor

Hull, Quebec

K1A OH3

" . Dear Minister Dion:

RE Comprehensive Study Report for the BEPCo. Canada Company Exploratlon
Drilling Program on Exploration Licence 2407 (Project)

 As the Responsible Authority (RA) for the Project 1 am pleased 10 prowde you with a copy of .
a Comprehensive Study Report {CSR), in both official languages, for the proposed Project, as .
required under Section 21.1(1) of the Canadian Environmental Asseéssment Act (CEA Act). -

The proposed Project is located in the Nova Scotla offshore approxxmately 200 krn south of
Halifax on the Scotian Siope.

The Project is subject to a Comprehensnve Study because it includes ac’mnt:es described :n )
section 15 of the Comprehens:ve Si‘udy Lrst Regulat:ons namely

15. A oroposed offshore exploratory dnlhng pro;ect that IS located outsude the llmlts of a
study area dellneated in.

(a) An enwronmenta| assessment of a prOjeCt for the expioratory drlllmg for, or production :
of, oil or gas in an offshore location that was conducted by a review panel oras a '
comprehensive study under the Canadian Enwronmenrai Assessmenmcr ar .

(b) An environmental assessment of a proposal for the exploratcry drlilmg for or ‘
production of, oil or gas in an offshore location that was conducted by a Panel under the
Environmental Assessment Review Process Guidelines Order.
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The CSR was prepared by the Canada Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleéum Board (CNSOPB).
The preparation of the technical environmental assessment was delegated to the proponent,
in response to a Scope of Comprehensive Study prepared by the CNSOPB in consultation
with expert federal depariments and the Canadian Environmental Assessment’ ‘Agency.: The
CSR report presents an overview of the proposed PrOJect and the surroundmg environment,

an analysis of the potential environmental effects of the Project, a summary of consultations
undertaken in relation. to the Project, and recommendations with regard to mitigation
measures designed to eliminate or reduce the environmental effects of the Project. The
report concludes with an evaluation of the significance of the environmental effects of the

Project after taking into conSIderatlon the tmp!ementatlon of. recomme ded mutlgat!on ‘
measures. ,

An extensive program of public consultation has been undertaken, and continues, for the.

project, including meetings with key groups, media releases and newspaper notices

throughout Nova Scotia. In addition, the Public Registry established for the environmental -
assessment comprises a web site and public viewing centre. The public was given an .
opportunity to review and comment on-draft versions ‘of the Scope of Comprehenswe Study,
and the technical environmental assessment. In addition to public input, the Federal
Authorities with relevant expertise, rnc[udlng Environment Canada and the’ Department of
Fisheries and Oceans have reviewed the technical environmental assessment and CSR -and
provided comment and advice to the CNSOPB. All submissions received are in the Public
Registry. An Addendum was prepared by BEPCo. containing specxﬁc responses to each point

raised during the review of the environmental  assessment. - The' Addendum is also in the
Public Reglstry

[ have informed the President of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency that the
CSR has been submitted to you, and have provided him with copies. of the report

Followmg your review of the Agencys recommendatlon on the CSR and takmg mto account -

your advice on an approprtate course of action that should be taken wrth respect to t‘us
Project. TR '

Yours very truly,

Enclosures



