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OTANS has reviewed the Environmental Screening Report an Cohasset Phase IT
Decommissioning for EnCana Corporation as prepared by Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore
Petroleum Board, Fisherics and Oceans Canada and Environment Canada. The
Association agrees with the finding of the report that significant adverse environmenital
effects are unlikely from either decommissiomning option.

The screening report is exhaustive in ils examination of the removal options, considering
in detail the possible impacts of the project. From the evidence presented it scems ciear
that adopting the partial removal option, as favored by EnCana, would present no grester
likelihood of adverse environmental cffects.

As a proponent of industry, OTANS’ chief concern is the sustainable development of
offshore oil and gas. When an operator, such as EnCana, makes a responsible proposal to
amend this type of proccss and when there is no evidence that such an amendment would
have negative consequences (environmental or otherwise), OTANS feels it is in the best
interests of our region’s industry to permit the operator their preferred option

Given the current state of the Atlaatic offshore, the Board and other regulators must
begin 10 consider the cost implications of their regulations to operators. Attracting and
retaining these companies in our region requires the cooperation of regulators, industry
and governments. The consideration of decommissioning options, particniarly when the
environmental impacts arc cquivalent, are a prime example of how Boards can defer to
operators’ concerns and thereby foster a more investment-friendly climate in our region.

OTANS thanks the Board for their cutstanding and thorough stady of this issue, and look
forward to continuing our mutual efforts towards a sustainable offshore industry.
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