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| am writing to advise you of my decision regarding the
environmental assessment of the proposed BEPCo Offshore Exploration Project.

On March 1, 2005, the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Agency (the Agency) received the comprehensive study report (CSR) on the
above-mentioned project from the Canada-Nova-Scotia Offshore Petroleum
Board. Inthe CSR, the Board indicated that the required factors have been
assessed and that, with the described mitigation measures and follow-up
program, no significant adverse environmental effects are likely to result from the
implementation of the project.

Having taken into consideration the CSR and the public comments
filed pursuant to subsection 22 (2) of the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Act (the Act), | am of the opinion that no additional information is necessary and
that there are no public concerns that need to be further addressed. As well, |
am of the opinion that the project, taking into account the mitigation measures
described in the CSR, is not likely to cause significant adverse environmental
effects. | have also determined that the mitigation measures and follow-up
program described in the CSR are appropriate for the proposed project.

| am referring the project back to the Board for action under
section 37 of the Act. | recommend that the Board ensure the implementation of
the mitigation measures described in the comprehensive study. | also
recommend that the Board implement the follow-up program described in the
CSR, in order to determine the effectiveness of the measures taken to mitigate
any adverse environmental effects, and to verify the accuracy of the
environmentai assessment of the project.
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